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Then all the children of Iſrael, and all the people 
went up, and came unto the houſe of God, and 
wept, and ſat there before the Lord, and faſted 
that day until even, and offered burnt-offerings, 
and peace-offerings before the Lord. And the © 
children of Iſrael enquired of the Lord, for the ark 
of the covenant was there in thoſe days; And 

Phineas the ſon of Eleazar, the fon of Aaron, ſtood 
before it in thoſe days, ſaying, Shall J yet go out 
again to battle againſt the children of Benjamin my 
brother, or ſhall I ceaſe *—And the Lord ſaid, Go 
up; for to-morrow 1 will deliver them into thine 
band. 


Po comprehend the occaſion of this ſolemn 
appeal made to Jehovah by the children of 
Iſrael, to enable us to draw ſome important in- 
ſtruction, ſome ſalutary counſel, and ſome chear- 
ing hope from the force of their example, it will 
B be 
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be neceſſary for us to review with attention fome 


of the moſt intereſting circumſtances which attach 
to this part of ſacred hiſtory. 


The political ſtate of the Jews at this period, 
we have marked out for us in thefe words, © In 
thoſe days there was no king in Iſrael, but every 


man did that which was right in his own eyes.” 


This then, in the language of modern philoſo- 
Pphers, was the enviable æra when nature was 
free from the bondage of uſurped dominion; or 


as the great Miſſionary of the enlightened ex- 
_ preſſes himſelf, when men were * free and equal.” 

The ſtruggles which the choſen people of God 
made to caſt off the mortifying reſtraints of a 


theocracy, or the immediate government of the 


deity, ſtrewed the wilderneſs with their dead car- 


caſſes; and thoſe which went over Jordan into 
the promifed land, ſoon diſcovered that they were 
not pure from the leaven of rebellion. —Like the 


little lump which putteth the whole body into 


fermentation, It wrought amongſt theſe antient 


philoſophical 


I - 
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philoſophical ſpeculators, until having formally 
rejected God from being their king, they arrived 
at that point which forms the grand deſiderium of 


modern theoriſts, —< In thoſe days there was no 


king in Iſrael, but N man did that which was 


right 1 in his own eyes. 


The firſt conſequence ariſing from this new 
order (or rather diſorder of things) was a general 
confuſion.— They had no acknowledged leader, or 


head, but as the fortuitous calls of the moment 


required, and then they were choſen as objects of 
mere temporary expedieney, rather than of per- 


manent utility. 


Religion, and its ſacred ſanctions, were treated 
with contemptuous neglect The miracles of 
Egypt, and the wonders of the field of Zoan, 
were forgotten: They forſook the Lord God 
of their fathers, and followed other gods, the 
gods of the people which were round about 
them; and bowed the mſelves unto them, and 
provoked the Lord to anger, and they forſook 


the Lord, and ſerved Baal and Aſhtaroth.“ 
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Thus were the bands which attached them to 
Jehovah broken aſunder, and the cords that in- 


duced ſubmiſſion to his adminiſtration wantonly 
caſt from them. 


The natural offspring of this apoſtaſy were 


oppreſſion, immorality, and war.—Of oppreſſion 
we have an appropriate inſtance in the caſe of 


Micah.—He was a man to whom piety had be- 


come habitual, and though erroneous in his judg- 


ment, he was conſtant in the exerciſe of religious 


duties. —He had built an altar in his houſe, and : 


engaged a Levite to officiate there as prieſt, 


The ſituation of Micah, his altar, and his prieſt, 
came under the obſervation of ſome itenerant 
democrats of the tribe of Dan; who had been 
ſometime ſpeculating on a new diſtribution of 
things, —Micah received them under his e 
roof: — They ſhared the plenties of his table. — 
They ſaw the order of his houſe, and eſpecially, 


the filver ſhrines, and coſtly furniture which 


adorned his altar. 


Theſe, 
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Theſe, and the ſurrounding country, they ſur- 
veyed with an eye of fatisfaftion, and admitted 
the full influence of the doctrine taught by the 


enlightened, of the preſent day. The features of 


the antient Creed, if we may judge by the prac- 
tice it produced, correſpond minutely with the 
formula of the preſent avowed regenerators of man- 
kind.—One and indiviſible in their language, — 


and one in the hneaments which conſtitute the 
character of the modern champions of liberty, 


equality, and diviſion of property. 


We are brought acquainted here, with a circum- 


| Nance which gave a zeſt to their appetite to the 


good things they had diſcovered, namely, There 
was no magiſtrate in the land that might put 


them to ſhame in any —_ 


Returning to their brethren to Zorahand Aſhtaol, 


they placed in the moſt flattering point of view the 
defenceleſs ſituation of Micah, the value of his altar, 
his ſhrines, and his country. —“ Ariſe, ſaid they, 
that we may go up agua them, for we have ſeen 
the land, and behold it is a yoo one, ro men 


poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed of the true ſpirit of republicaniſm, to 
men whoſe philanthropy urged them to frater- 
nize with every nation, and people, who had any 
thing to loſe, the aid of other arguments became 
ſuperfluous.— We have ſeen it, and behold it is 


a good one,” inſpired fix hundred adventurers, 


guided ſolely by the impulſe of doing “ that which 


was right in their own eyes,” to advance towards 


mount Ephraim, where dwelt the unoffending, 


and the unſuſpicious Micah, His old friends,— 


to whom his houſe had been the manſion of ſecu- 
rity and of hoſpitality, —*< when they ſaw it they 
faid to their brethren, Do you know that there 1s 
in theſe houſes, an Ephod, a Teraphim, and a 
graven image ? Now therefore conſider what you 


have to do * | 


Such was the modeſt inſinuation, thrown out to 


excite the ehiergies of democracy! * And they 
went into Micah's houſe,” and without the affecta- 


tion of ceremony, gave the fraternal embrace to 


« the Ephod, the graven image, and Teraphim.“ 
And the prieſt ſaid, What do ye? And they ſaid 
unto him, “ Hold thy peace, and come along 
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with us.“ Thus by initiating the prieſt into their 


ſociety, they attempted to ſanctify their depreda- 


tion, and to palliate their ſacrilege. 


The ſurprize of Micah, however, at this un- 


expected viſit, was not greater, than his diſſatis- 


faction at this new arrangement, and diviſion of 


property: Eſpecially as it was an arrangement ſo 
completely in their own favour, as to leave him 
only the liberty of making unavailing complaints. 


Nor were his friends and neighbours better 


pleaſed with this eſſay of republican regulation.— 
« The men that were in the houſes near to Micah's 


gathered together, and overtook the children of 


— 


Dan; and they cried after them, and the Danites 


turned their faces, and ſaid unto Micah, What 


aileth thee that thou comeſt with ſuch a com- 
pany?“ — What] ſaid Micah, you have ſtolen every 
thing that was dear, and valuable from my houſe, 


and have gotten the whole with you, and do you 


aſk what aileth me? And the children of Dan, 


with all the ferocity incident to licentiouſneſs, 


ſaid unto him, „Let not thy voice be heard 


among 


— 
— — 
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among us, leſt angry fellows run upon thee, and 100 
thou loſe thy life with the lives of thy houſehold.“ 1 


Such then, was the ſtate of Iſrael when they x 
were without a king: „Every man did that 5 
which was right in his own eyes.“ And certain 
it is, that, where there are no laws to controul; 
no magiſtrate to adminiſter juſtice, and to 
puniſh the offending, what is right in the eyes 
of the moſt powerful, will be wrong and op- 
preſſion, towards the innocent, —the weak, —and 
the unprotected. 


1 obſerved that a ſecond conſequence of ſuch a 
ſtate would be immorality.— The obſervation is 


juſtified by the following fact, e with 
the hiſtory under conſideration. 


In thoſe days, 
that is, when there was no wing in Iſrael, a cer- 
tain Levite and his wife travelling from one city 
to another, being overtaken by the night, were 
obliged to turn into a city of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, named Gibeah: A city which has tranſ- 
mitted to poſterity an inſtance of flagrant licenti- 
ouſneſs, and whoſe inhabitants ſeem to have been 
the exact prototype of the enlightened of our day. 
They 


hey affected an enthuſiaſtic love for the 
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rights of man; what theſe rights were, and how 
diſtin& from the * of * we ſhall ſee 


Pr eſently. 


When the travelling eccleſiaſtic entered this 
ſeat of philoſophic freedom, he ſat himſelf down 


in the ſtreet. No friendly door opened to a be- 


nighted churchman “ no man took him into his 
houſe to lodge: but there came an old man from 


his work, and when he lifted up his eyes, he ſaw 


a way-faring man in the ftreet, and he brought 


him and his wife into the houſe, and they waſhed 
their feet, and did eat and drink.” —But theſe ſons 
of Belial, as they are here called, who themſelves 
had refuſed the rights of hoſpitality, determined 


to violate them where they had been beſtowed. — 


They beſet the houſe which had received them, 
and offered the moſt dating violence to the inno- 
cent ſojourner : nor could his friendly hoſt ſecure 
to him thoſe rights of ſanctuary which have been 


ever held ſacred he Levite's wife was facri- 152 


ficed to their brutality, and the. riſing ſun beheld 
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her proſtrate and dead upon the threſhold of the 
door. e 


Thus the execrable inhabitants of Gibeah, by 
doing that which was right in their own eyes, trod 
with a diabolic firmneſs on every right of huma- 
nity, decency and mercy. 


The ſorrowful Levite took up his dead wife 
and haſtened to his own city. He communicated 
to his fellow citizens his ſad ſtory—and detailed to 
the ten tribes of Iſrael the work and the infamy 

of Gibeah. And who that heard it, undebaſed by 
ſentiments congenial in the extremities of wicked- 
neſs, but muſt hive been rouſed to abhorrence— 
to indignation—and to vengeance ? 

This immorality therefore produced the third 
conſequence I mentioned of the political, and 
apoſtate ſtate of Iſrael, which was war. 


When a nation is without an eſtabliſhed and 
meliorated form of government, it is directed 
either by the torpidity of indolence, or the violence 
„ e 2 


the enormity of Gibeah. 


SERM O N. 55 


of paſſion. It either ſits indifferent to the perpe- 
tration of the moſt Aagitious crimes, or ruſhes into 
ſuch extremity of revenge as borders on inſanity. 
— Hence it became impoſſible but that the law- 


leſs ſituation of the Jews, unawed by the ſtrong 


hand of diſtributive juſtice, ſhould be diſtinguiſhed 
by the atrocity of its crimes. A ſtory however 


which came ſo immediately home to every man's 


breaſt, wrought ſo far upon the ſeparate feelings 


of the ten tribes, that they combined to puniſh 


Benjamin alone, to 
whom the City of Gibeah appertained, remained 


indifferent to the diſgraceful ſtigma, and ſeemed 


diſpoſed to protect the offenders from the me- 
nacing arm of Iſrael. 


* 


The oppoſing parties prepared for war: and 
though the regular worſhip of God had been too 


long neglected, yet there remained amidſt this 
degeneracy a faithful prieſt of the. Lord, called 
Phineas.—In this critical conjuncture he called the 
people of Iſrael together at. the tabernacle. at 


Shiloh, the well-known place of interceſſion. and 


& lagrifice ;—Here they aſked counſel of the 


C 2 ; Lord | 
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Lord and received his command to go forth to 
the battle, 


The tribe of Benjamin, the patrons of the licen- 
tious Gibeah, diſdained to call to their aid the 
ſervices of religion, or to court the favour of the 
Almighty by the degrading appearances of ſup- 
plication, Hos | 


Actuated by the fierce reſolution which too 
often aſſociates with the blackeſt crimes, they | 
ſcorned the ſolicitation of help from God :—And, 
in this inſtance their conduct aſſumed the ſemblance 
of conſiſtency, for his help could not be preſumed 
from any known principle of his moral 
government. oo 


The oppoling hoſts joined in the battle, and 
| after a ſevere conflict, the children of Iſrael, the 
avowed avengers of the injured Levite, were 
beaten from the field. —The conteſt was renewed 
the ſucceeding day, which terminated again in the 
Cefeat of the ten tribes.—And! it was now, that the | 


 fervour | 
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fervour of ſupplication was renewed to the God of | 
battle. 


They came to his houſe, and wept, and fat 
before him. They faſted till evening, and offered 
burnt-offerings, and peace-offerings, which till 
then they had neglected, though abſolutely en- 
joined in all their ſolemn humiliations. Once 
more they enquired of the Lord, ſaying, Shall I go 
out again to battle againſt the children of Ben- 
jamin, or ſhall I ceaſe ?—And the Lord ſaid, Go 
up, for tomorrow I will deliver them into thine 
| hand.” —They returned therefore to the battle 
the third day, and the Lord gave them a com- 
plete victory.—Gibeah was deſtroyed, and its in- 
habitants exterminated; the whole tribe of Ben- 
jamin was cut off, ſix hundred men excepted, 
who fled to the wilderneſs to the rock Rimmon. 


Such then were the conſequences,—ſuch the 
. fad effects, reſulting from the ſtate of the Jews, 
when they were without a king, and left, each man 
to do that which was right in his own eyes.—It 
| . : :, Was 
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was a ſtate productive of oppreſſion, —immorality, 


and war. 


In leading your attention to the prominent 
features which mark the ſingular hiſtory we have 


been conſidering, I perſuade myſelf that the co- 
Incidence between the republicaniſm of the Jews, 
and the licentiouſneſs of modern democracy, muſt. 
have ſtruck your minds. 


The latter has indeed 


as much out-done the guilt of Canaan, as the ocean 
_ exceeds the ſolitary drop ſuſpended from the 


bucket.—To recapitulate the ſanguinary decrees 


vyvhich have authoriſed the fouleſt murders—which 


- have provoked to rapine, and filled the French 
nation with public diſtreſs and domeſtic miſery, 


would be to rack the mind with a concentration of 


crimes, and to appal the ſoul with horror. 


When the future hiſtorian ſhall ſit down to re- 
cord the ſtudied ctuelties,—the wanton maffacres, 
the boundleſs oppreſſions, — the contempt of 
God the dereliction of his laws, and the general 
obloquy which has overwhelmed religion in 
France, his pen ſhall drop tremblingly from his 
hand, 
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hand, whilſt he contemplates a page that muſt, like 


Ezekiel's ſcroll, be written within, and without, 


with mourning, lamentation, and woe. 


The friends of chriſtianity, the advocates for 
order in ſociety,—the patrons of that ſyſtem of 


ſound morals which only can render ſociety per- 


manent and happy,—who believe in the govern- 
ment of God, and, who place a confidence in that 
adminiſtration by which he dire&s the affairs of 


men, aſk, and with ſeeming plauſibility, how it is 


that the Almighty can ſit ſtill, and not avenge 
himſelf of his enemies? 


They are ready to exclaim with the Pſalmiſt, 
«Oh God! how long ſhall the adverſary reproach ? 
Shall the enemy blaſpheme thy name for ever? 


Why withdraweſt thou thine hand, even thy right 


hand ? Pluck it out of thy boſom !” 


But, before we raſhly queſtion the procedure of 


infinite wiſdom, or arraign the principles by which 


he rules the world, we ſhould examine carefully 


the real ſituation of the people, againſt which we 


\ 


ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe the thunderbolts of heaven mould be 


directed. 


If we weigh with attention the calamities which 
have befallen them;—if we calculate the miſery 
into which they have been plunged, if we eſtimate 


the ſyſtem they have embraced, as to religion, and 
morals, ye ſhall ſee the ſucceſs which has attended 
the revolution in France, marked with the ſignal 
diſpleaſure of heaven, and even their boaſted | 
victories, entailing wretchedneſs on their poſterity 


for generations to come. 


For, —is it not painfully intereſting to a re- 


flecting mind, to view the ſovereigns of an antient, 


and mighty monarchy torn from their thrones 


with reſiſtleſs violence, — torn from the ſummit of 
human elevation, with every mark of diſgrace that 
could mortify; and immolated with every ſpecies 
of deliberate cruelty that could anguiſh their 
hearts, and render death terrible Torn from 
their people by a faction! from their children! 
from their friends! from the world! by the 
deſperate manceuvres of a ſet of demagogues, 


whoſe 
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whoſe conſciences having been firſt rendered im- 
penetrable by an accumulation of guilt, —have 
triumphed over their wretched country by the 
number of its wounds, and the effuſion of its 
blood Is it a fair eſtimate of divine beneficence, 
to trace its favour by the ſurrender of a whole 
nation to the influence of ungovernable fury !—to 
ſuffer it to be diveſted of every ſentiment of pity, 
and hardened againſt every impreſſion of remorſe ? 
—— W hat ? is not that land puniſhed whoſe rulers 
have gloried in rendering terror the order of the 
day, and in making a refinement in cruelty the 
criterion of patriotiſm ? What ? is not that land 
puniſhed where all the property attached to here- 
ditary honour, to perſonal virtue, or to laborious 
induſtry, is indiſcriminately ſeized and offered at 
the ſhrine of private revenge or public villany ? 


Is the ſtate of that country rendered enviable, 
where the tendereſt ties of nature have been held 
reſpectable only in proportion as they have been 
violated. Where honourable mention is made of 
the father who ſurrenders his firſt. born ſon to the 
ſword of the aſſaſſin, and of the children, who 
5 1 betray 
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betray their fathers to the hands of the execu- 
tioner ?—Where the ſacred bands of marriage are 
rendered ſubſervient to the capriciouſneſs of luſt, 
and the nation left to be peopled by a precarious 
iſſue! f 

Is not that nation puniſhed where the ſword of 
civil war ſpreads its deſolation; Where the wild 
phrenzy of millions of men is ſtung up to the 
execution of deeds of brutal ferocity ?—Where 
aſſaſſination has been ſanctioned as the ſupreme 
virtue, and mutual deſtruction projected to the eye 
of the ſurrounding world, as a ſolemn beacon to 
guard mankind againſt the folly of 1 innovation; 
and the inſanity of introducing on the wreck of 
monarchy, a ſyſtem of republican dæmoniſm :— 
a ſyſtem which combines every idea, of anarchy,— 
of e "RR of blood. 


Can the friend of — his imagine a puniſh- 
ment more extreme than that which he beholds 
adminiſtered in the wrathful phial, of which the 
French people are drinking ſo deeply A peo- 
ple, amongſt whom atheiſm has dared to proclaim 
itlelf 
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itſelf through the organs of the conſtituted autho- 


rities. Authorities, which to render their prin- 
ciples unſuſpected, have deſpoiled the ſacred 


edifices conſecrated to the Almighty,—thrown 


down the altars of God, — blaſphemed the ador- 
able name of Chriſt, and by unheard of methods 


of vengeance, and of death, have purſued the 
miniſters who were devoted to his ſervice, —and 
from whoſe hands the foreheads of thoſe hardy 


apoſtates received the ſacred croſs of a crucified 


Saviour. 


O God!] deliver us from this boaſted liberty, 
from this lawleſs tyranny, from this devaſtation, 
and this ruin! 


| Behold, my brethren, your ſtreets filled with the 
victims of this awful apoſtaſy | behold a chriſtian 
church in error indeed, but i in diſtreſs! in her 


widows weeds imploring the commiſeration of 
| thoſe ſhe has been accuſtomed to account her 


proteſtant enemies! — She contemplates in your 


compaſſion, the genuine fruits of a pure faith, 
which, without the glare of luperſtitious ornament, 


D 2 | conforms 
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conforms to the dictates of chriſtian charity, © If 
thine enemy hunger, feed kim, if he thirſt, give 
him drink.” —O country, beloved of God, deſpair 
not of his protection: amidſt thy tranſgreſſions he 
has ſcen thy labours of loye, and if thou wilt re- 
turn unto him in the way of righteouſneſs, he will 
not caſt thee off for ever. 


But allow me faithfully to declare to you what 
| cannot be concealed, and ought not to be diſ- 
ſembled,—that, God has many things againſt us 
as a people. Proſperity has made us wanton, and 
our abundance has been employed to nurture our 
licentiouſneſs, and to extend our profligacy.— 
Among the higher ranks of ſociety there are thoſe 
who poiſon the very ſources of virtue by the in- 
fluence of a corrupt example, and a contemptuous 
diſreſpect to the religion of Jeſus Chriſt.—It 
ſeems to be the height of their ambition to have 
their opinions embraced and their follies imitated : 
they affect to impreſs their principles of action 
on the crowd, and they are gratified.— The re- 
ligion and the integrity of the e multitnde have de- 
coped 
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cayed together, as the leaf which fades beneath 
the peſtilential blaſt. h 


The infidelity introduced amongſt the French 
people, the adoption of a ſyſtem of free thinking, 
and the pride of philoſophy, falſely ſo called, have 
been the root of irreligion, and we have only to 
open our eyes to conviction, and we ſhall ſee that 
the offspring has been ruin. 7 es 


To fave ourſelves from the ſame tremendous 
gulph into which others have plunged, let us fly 
with horror from the contagion of their example: 
let us concur in promoting the purpoſes of this 
day's ſolemnity, by the ſincerity of our repentance, 
by the purity of our faith, and by the genuine 
fruits of holy living,—Let us no longer be in- 
fatuated by the abſurd opinion, that religion is a 
matter of decency, rather than of importance, 
neceſſary to ſociety, rather than the buſineſs of 
ſalvation; for it has been proved over and over 
again, by evidence far beyond the reach of modern 
reaſoners, that the religion of Chriſt is the religion 

of 
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of God, and that neither ſocieties, nor individuals, 
ſhall reject it with impunity. 

If then we would avoid that awful ſcourge 
which is at preſent employed to correct adjoining 
nations ;—if we would diſperſe that cloud which 
| ſpreads its gloom over other lands,—let us by a 
timely application to the mercy of Jehovah, by 

ſincere penitence, by an intire reformation of 

| manners, but above all, through the infinite me- 

 diation of Jeſus Chriſt, ſeek and obtain the pro- 
tection and ſalvation of God. 


| Wir in its molt diſtant effects i 1s terrible, upon 

whatever motives it be entered into :—it is felt by 
incalculable numbers, who are ſacrificed to its 
| ravages, and who bleed beneath its ſword. —lt is 
| keenly felt by the diſconſolate widow, —by the 
j fatherleſs children, —and by the ſurviving friend.— 
þ 5 0 theſe wounds of the heart, the balm of com- 
ö paaſſionate ſympathy has been often addreſſed i in 
ö vain.—Nor has the lenient hand of time been 
3 always able to dry up thoſe ſources of grief 
| opened by the rage of war. 
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But ſurely with us it is a palliative to its evils, 
that England is not the aggreſſor.— She has been 
forced to the combat to preſerve herſelf from the 
diſtraction of anarchy, and the indiſcriminate ra- 


vages of lawleſs power. Whilſt we implore the 


God of heaven to reſtore peace to a diſtracted 
world, —we make our appeal to him as a righteous 


judge between us and our enemies. — We do not 


preſume to come before him truſting in our own 


righteouſneſs, but in his manifold and great 
mercies. We have offended his goodneſs, but 
we have not denied his being. We have been 
unworthy of the light of his goſpel, —but as a 
people we have not avowedly apoſtatiſed from the 


faith, and troden under foot a Saviour's blood. — 


No, bleſſed Jeſus! we confeſs thee to be the 


everlaſting Son of the Father: we entreat thee By 
thine agony and bloody ſweat, by thy croſs and 


paſſion, by thy precious death and burial, by thy 
glorious reſurrection and aſcenſion, and by the 
coming of the Holy Ghoſt” - to deliver us. Oh! 


deliver us from our ſinful ſelves,— deliver us from 
all our r enemies. —from the perils of the ſword, — 


from 
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from the hotrors of war,—and from final de- 


ſtruction. 


Placed under the wing of the Almighty, by 


effectual fervent prayer, —let us not fear for the 


arrow that flieth by day, nor for the peſtilence that. 


walketh by night.—lt 1 is true that our enemies 


have ſeen the land, and they have ſajd, © Behold 


it is a good one.” They have exhorted each 


other to ariſe to go over to poſſeſs it. But 
God is our ſtrength, and under the ſhadow of the 


Almighty i is our refuge. Succoured by the divine 
arm, —we ſhall have little to fear, though their 
numerous hoſts be encamped againſt us.— The 
courage of England will meet the danger with 


firmneſs, and repel with unſhaken reſolution the 
menaced attack of an inſidious, and ferocious 


enemy,—An enemy whoſe preſent affected mode- 
ration ariſes from a wearied cruelty, and whoſe 


forbearance, like that of the gorged lion, derives 
his merit from the ſatiety of blood which has 


flowed from his countleſs victims. 


Twice, 


* See their language, page Go, in a work called, Conſidera- | | 
tions on the preſent internal and external Condition of 


France, 8vo. Debrett, 1794. 
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Twice, I have obſerved, the troops of Iſrael 
were diſcomfited in their attempt to vindicate 
the inju ured Levite, and by a juſt infliction of 
puniſhment to.expiate the guilt of Gibeah.—For 
inſcrutable reaſons, God permitted their repeated | 
defeat; perhaps to make the one party truly 
ſenſible of 1 its own demerits,—to urge them to 
more ſincere repentance, and more fervent ſup- 
plication. — Whilſt he rendered his diſpleaſure 
againſt the other more conſpicuous, and their ruin 
more certain and ſignal. Let us then, not be 
diſcouraged, —although God has not appeared for 
us ſo immediately as our impatience and ſhort- 
fightedneſs might ſuppoſe neceſfary,—yer, let us 
do our duty as Chriſtians, and as Engliſhmen, and 
leave God in his own time to be the vindicator of 
his own attributes, reſting ſatisfied with this truth, 
that he will be the protector and avenger of all 
who put their truſt in him, 


And, finally, bleſſed as we are with a mild govern- 
ment, the executive duties of which are placed in the 
; hands of a juſtly beloved and beneficent ſovereign, 


1 Avoured | 
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—favoured as we are with a conſtitution at once 
| the envy, and glory of ſurrounding nations,—a 
ö conſtitution which, like the gracious and common 
i parent of mankind, affords ſecurity to the rich, 
| and offers the ſheltering wing for the protection 


of the poor, which ſecures to all a definite, 
rational, and ſalutary liberty, whilſt it ſtretches 
forth its nervous arm to check the daring deſigns 
of faction, and of licentiouſneſs, —Favoured, I ſay, 
| as we are with this conſtitution, let us firmly reſiſt 
the firſt approaches of innovation, having been 
taught by the fatal experience of others, that ex- 
periment is like the ſmall fiſſure in the bank 


* which bounds the ſea,—every ſucceeding moment 


admits an increaſe of the impetuous current, till 


the ocean itſelf burſts its reſiſtleſs way through the 


ih mighty breach, and ſpreads a ruin as wide as its 
i perturbed waves. 
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